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From the Christian Disciple. 


THR OBLIGATIONS OF CHRISTIANS TO LOVE ONE 
ANOTHER. 


A reve christian is one, who 
cordially and practically acknowl- 
edges the Lord Jesus, as his Lord 
and Master. | 

Without cofdial obedience, the 
most correct opinions, and the 
most solemn professions will entitle 
us to nothing better than a name 
to live, while we are dead. Could 
we speak with the tongues of men 
or even of angels, if we have not 
charity or christian léve, we are 
tio better than sounding brass, or 
atinkling cymbal. ‘* Charity suf- 
fereth long and is kind ; charity 
envieth not; charity vaunteth not 
itself ; is not puffed up, doth not be- 
have itself unseemly,seeketh not her 
own; is not easily provoked ; think- 
eth no evil ; rejoiceth not in ini- 
quity, but rejoiceth in the truth ; 
beareth all things, believeth all 
things, hopeth all things, endureth 
all things.’”? Such is the nature 
of that love, without which we 
are nothing ; and the want of 
which can never be supplied by 
the greatest share of mental en- 
dowments, or the highest claims to 
orthodox opinions. On the con- 
trary, if we pessess this love, no 
defect of knowledge, no error of 


sentiment can * separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesusour Lord.” As without love 
we arenothing, 80 with it, all things 
are ours, for ** we are Christ’s and 
Christ is God’s.”’ 

In his affectionate discourse to 
his disciples, the evening before his 
crucifixion, our Saviour, in the 
most particular and impressive man- 
ner, urged his disciples to love one 
another.”? We may conceive that 
it was indeed of special importance, 
that the apostles snould love one 
another. Their success, as the 
apostles of Christ, greatly depend. 
ed on this. It was highly impor- 
tant, also, as it respected incir own 
comfort in this world. and their 
happiness in the world to come. 
The same love, one to another, is 
important for all the minisiers of 
the yospel, and for all the professed 
friends of Christ, in every aze of 
the world. We may, therefore, 
attend to the language of Christ 
to his disciples, with application 
to ourselves. 

_ Herein is my father glorified, 
that ye bear much fruit; so shall 
ye be my disciples. As the Father 
hath loved me, so have I loved 
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you ; continue yein my love. If 
ye keep my commandments, ye 
shall abide in my love ; even as [ 
have kept my Father’s command. 
ments and abide in his love.””— 
«© This is my commandment, that 
ye love one another, as I have lov- 
ed you. Greater love hath no 
man, than that a man Jay down his 
life for his friends. Ye are my 
friends if ye do whatsoever I com- 
mand you.’’—*' These things I 
command you, that ye love one 
another.’’—* By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye have love one to another.”’ 

Such were the dying counsels 
and commands of our Saviour to 
his disciples. May we not hence 
safely infer, that love one to anoth- 
er, is of vast importance to his fol- 
lowers? As we cannot at this 
time, illustrate all we have quoted, 
let us fix our attention on one par- 
ticular ;—Zhis is my commandment, 
that ye love one another, as I have 
loved you.”’ 

It behoves us here to observe, 
that love one to another is not 
merely recommended, as a matter 
of prudence, but solemnly com- 
manded, as an indispensable duty. 
Not only so, the love of Christ to 
his disciples is made the ftandard 
of their love to each other—that ye 
Jove one another, as I have loved you. 

The love of Christ to his disci- 
ples was sincere, impartial, tender, 
faithful, fervent, forbearing, and 
forgiving. Such should be the 
love of christians one to another, 
All these qualities of the love of 
Christ are worthy of illustration. 
One of them, however, will at this 
time be more particularly consid- 
ered ;—His love to his disciples 
was of a forbearing nature. 
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Had there been no imperfection 
in them, there would have been no 
opportunity for him to display to- 
wards them the spirit of forbear. 
ance. But they were imperfect 
creatures, they weré bewildered by 
their prejudices and entertained 
some very erroneous opinions. By 
misinterpreting the prophecies, and 
probably by traditions received 
from their fathers, the Jews ex- 
pected, that their Messiah would 
be a glorious temporal Prince ; 
that he would literally sit on the 
tlirone of David, and reign as king 
of the Jews ; that he would deliv. 
er them from their subjection to 
the Romans, and exalt the nation 
to independence, happiness, and 
glory. During the time of our 
Saviour’s ministry, such were the 
expectations, both of the believing 
and the andelieving Jews. It does 
not appear, that the believing and 
unbelieving Jews were divided in 
sentiment respecting the object of 
the Messiah’s mission, or the na- 
ture of his kingdom; but they 
were divided on the question, 
whether Jesus was the promised 
Messiah. The apostles themselves 
appear to have entertained the 
Same opinions respecting the object 
of the coming of the Messiah, 
which were entertained by the 
Jews in general, until sometime af- 
ter the resurrection of their Lord 
from the dead. Under the influ- 
ence of these errors, they * disput- 
ed among themselves, which should 
be the greatest; that is, which 
should be the prime minister of 
state, under the reign of the Mes- 
siah. With the same false opin- 
ions the mother of Zebedee’s chil- 
dren requested of Jesus, that one of 
her sons might sit on his right 


























NO. I. 


hand and the other on his left, in 
his kingdom. In this request 
Jamesand John concurred. With 
the same views the two disciples, 
on their way to Emmaus, after 
the resurrection, said to Jesus, not 
knowing who he was, ‘* We trust- 
ed that tt had been he whe should 
have redeemed Israel.”? In his 
last interview with his disciples af- 
ter his resurrection, they put this 
question—‘* Wilt thou at this 
time restore again the kingdom to 
Israel??? Their hopes that he 
would deliver the Jews from the 
power of the Romans, were con- 
founded, or suspended, by the 
event of his death ; but they were 
revived on seeing him alive after 
his resurrection. Hence they were 
led to interrogate—“ Wilt thou at 
this time restore again the king- 
dom to Israel ?” 
Such were the errors, of the 
apostles; aud thus did they con- 
tinue in error under the ministry of 
the Son of God. They believed 
in him as God’s Prophet, as God’s 
Ambassador, as God’s Messiah, as 
God’s Son ; as such they loved 
him, honored him, trusted in him, 
hearkened to his instructions, and 
obeyed his commands. This love, 
faith and obedience, secured to 
them the character of disciples, 
notwithstanding the enormous er- 
rors they entertained ; Errors so 
great, that if any professed chris- 
tians should advance them, at this 
day, their sentiments would proba- 
bly be denominated ‘ damnable 
heresies,’ and the persons profes- 
sing them, would be treated as in- 
fidels. | However sincere ' they 
might be in their profession, 
however pious, benevolent, and ex- 
emplary in their walk, yea, howev- 
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er much they might display the 
meek and lowly temper of Jesusy 
they would be rejected, we fear, 
by multitudes, as the enemies of 
Christ. 

Yet such, in fact, were the er- 
rors of the apostles of Jesus, until 
the very moment he was taken up 
into heaven, ‘* and a cloud received 
him out of their sight.”” Nor was 
he unacquainted with their erro- 
neous opinions. How then did he 
treat these disciples, while they 
were so blinded by their preposses- 
sions, and in such a degree under 
the dominion of error? Did he 
cast them off, exclude them from 
his fellowship, and brand them with 
infamy ? Or did he exercise to- 
wards them a sincere, tender, and 
forbearing love ? Let his evangel- 
ists answer these questions. 

One of them relates, that on a 
certain time Jesus asked his disci- 
ples—*‘* What was it that ye dis- 
puted among yourselves by the 
way ? But thev held their peace ; 
for by the way they had disputed, 
which should be the greatest. And 
he sat down and called the twelve, 
and said to them—lIf any man de- 
sire to be first, the same shall be 
servant of all. And he took a 
child, and set him in the midst of 
them ; And when he had taken 
him into his arms,he said unto them 
—whosoever shall receive one of 
such children in my name receiv- 
eth me ; and whosoever receiveth 
me, receiveth not me, but him 
that sent me.””? Thus with a mix- 
ture of kindness and faithfulaess, 
he instructed them to be humble, 
and reproved them for their ambi- 
tion, 

On another occasion James and 
John presented their request, that 
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they might have the two highest 
offices, in his power to bestow. 
The words after * but”—it shall 
Be given to them, in the common 
translation, are not in the original ; 
and they change the sense of the 
passaze. Christ did not deny his 
having a right to give these places 
to those for whom they were pre- 
pared by his Father. ‘* Jesus said 
unto them, ye kuow not what ye 
ask. Are ye able to drink of the 
cup that I shall drink of. and to 
be baptized with the baptism that 
IT am baptized with ? They said 
unto him, we are able. And he 
said unto them, ye shall drink in- 
deed of my cup, and be baptized 
with the baptism that I am bap- 
tized with ; but to sit on my right 
hand and on my left is not mine to 
give, but for whom ii is prepared 
of my Father.”” The other dis- 
ciples, on hearing this request, 
** were moved with indignation a- 
gainst the two brethren.” This 
indignation of the ten probably 
arose from something in themselves 
of the very ambition which had 
been manifested by James and John 
in presenting their request. A 
contention was thus likely to arise 
among the disciples from unjustifi- 
able desires of preferment, and 
from mistakes about the nature of 
Christ’s kingdom. Our Saviour 
then interposed, ‘called them to 
him, and said, Ye know that the 
princes of the Gentiles exercise do- 
Minion over them, and they that 
are great exercise authority upon 
them. But it shall not be so 
among you ; but whosoever will 
be great among you, let him be 
your minister ; and whosoever will 
be chief among you, let him be 
your servant ; Even as the Son of 


man came not to be ministered un- 
to, but to minister, and to give his 
life a ransom for many.’”? ‘Thus, 
again, he taught. them to be hum- 
ble, and to suppress all desires of 
dominion one over another. These 
admonitory instructions, probably, 
put an end for that time to the dis. 
pute between his disciples ; and 
we should suppese, that he very 
clearly distinguished between the 
nature of his kingdom, and the 
kingdoms of this world ; but it 
does not appear, that his disciples 
fully apprehended his meaning, or 
gave up their expectations of a se- 
cular kingdom. Yet Jesus contin- 
ued his fellowship with them, as 
his friends and disciples ; and con- 
tinued to instruct and to employ 
them. Having loved his own, he 
loved them to the end of his minis- 
try. The very evening before his 
death, he ate the passover. with 
them as his disciples, instituted for 
their observance the memorial of 
his death, and condescénded to 
wash their feet, as an example of 
the humility and kindness which 
they were to exercise one towards 
another. At the same time, he 
said unto them, * Ye call me Mas- 
ter and Lord ; and ye say well, 
forsolam. If I then your Lord 
and Master, have washed your feet, 
ye also ought to wash one anoth- 
er’s feet. For I have given you 
an example, that ye should do as I 
have done unto you. Verily, veri- 
ly I say unto you, the servant is 
not greater than his Lord ; nei- 
ther is he that is sent, greater than 
he that sent him. If ye know 
these things, happy are ye if ye 
do them.”’ 

After this he discoursed with 
them in the most tender manner, 
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and endeavored to comfort and for- 
tify their minds respecting the ap- 
proaching events. He assured 
them of the expediency of his go- 
ing away, gave them the promise 
of ‘the comforter, which is the 
Holy Spirit,’ and enjoined it on 
them to show their friendship to 
him by obedience to his commands 
and by love one to another. 


Having finished his discourse 
*‘ he lifted up his eyes to heaven,” and 
in the most fervent manner prayed for 
them, that they might be * one, even 
as he and the Father are one.” At 
the same time he prayed, that such 
might be the case with ali who should 
believe on him through the instrumen- 
tality of their preaching. 

We should remember, that during 
all the time of this display of love and 
fellowship on the part of Christ to- 
wards his apostles, they entertained 
£ross errors in sentiment ; for, after 
this, they manifested, that they had 
not Seen cured of their prejudices in 
favor ofa temporal kingdom. 

In our common translation, there is 
something which has the appearance 
of bitterness iw the answer of Jesus to 
the two disciples on the wav to Em- 
maus, after they had said—* We trust- 
ed, that it had been he who should 
have redeemed Israel.” Jesus is re- 
presented as replying, ‘‘ O foels and 
slow of heart, &c.”? J shall, therefore, 
give his answer according to the trans- 
lation of Dr. Campbell. Then he said 
to them, “QO thoughtless mer, ard 
backward to believe things, which 
have all been predicted by the pro- 
phets! Ought not the Messiah, thus to 
suffer and so to enter into his glory ? 
Then beginning with Moses, and pro- 
eeeding through all the prophets, he 
explained to ihem all the passages 
relating to himself.” 

His answer implied reproof; but 
such language, uttered with that af- 
fectionate temper, which characteriz- 
ed our Saviour’s reproofs, was not cal- 
culated to offend any person ofa hum- 
ble mind. While he faithfully reprov- 
ed he gave them the kindest instruc- 
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tions, “opened to them the Serip- 
tures” in 2 manner calculated to con- 
vince them of error, and to remove 
their unbelief. 

Just before his ascension, when his 
disciples were together," they asked 
him, saying, wilt thou at this time re- 
store again the kingdom to Israel.” 
At this time, also, his reply implied 
reproof; and likewise a gracious prom- 
ise for their encouragement. ‘ He 
said unto them, it is not fer you to 
know the times. or the seasons which 
the father hath put in his own power ; 
but ye shall receive power after that 
the Holy Spirit iscome upon you ; and 
ye shall be witnesses for me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermest parts 
of theearth. And when he had spok- 
en these things, while they beheld, he 
was taken up, anda cloud received 
him out of their sight.” 

Thus ended the interviews between 
Jesus and his apostles. For wise rea- 
sons, no doubt, he left them in error 
on some points of great importance. 
One reason might be this, that in his 
conduct towards them, we might have 
amore striking example of that /or- 
bearing love, which we are bound to 
exercise one towards another. 

From the brief history we have had 
of the forbearing nature of Christ’s 
love to his erring disciples, we may, 
in some measure, discover the force 
and extent of his command, “ that ye 
Jove one another, as I have loved you.” 
That we may love one another as he 
loved his disciples, our love must not 
be confined to those, who agree with 
us in opinion. When our love is thus 
circumscribed, what is it better than 
party affection 2? Where is the resem- 
blance between our love and the love 
of Christ ? And what is such love bet- 
ter than that love of “ publicans and 
sinners,” which Christ condemned. 

Had there been no diversity of opin- 
ion between Christ and his disciples, 
how muclt less striking would have 
been the evidence of his love to them! 
We may here see that by the diversi- 
ty of opinion among the professed 
friends of Christ, they all have oppor, 
tunity for the trial of their love; to 
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see whether they love one another, as 
Christ loved his disciples. If our love 
be not of a nature to bear this zest, on 
what ground can we hope for the ap- 
probation of our Lord and Judge? Will 
he accept of our hatred, or bitterness, 
towards one another, as equivalent to 
the love which he has required ? May 
we expect his approbation of such bit- 
terness because it appears under the 
pretext of love to him? If his love to 
himself and to his Father did hot lead 
hin to exclude from his fellowship his 
erring disciples, how can we immag- 
ine \iiat true love to him will lead us 
to treat our erring brethren in a man- 
ner directly contrary to his example ? 
Let itnow be supposed, that during 
the ministry of Christ, some of his 
apostles had made greater proficiene 
ey than others ; that some ef them 
had been cured of their preposses- 
sions in respect to the ebject of the 
Messiah’s mission, and the nature of 
his kingdom; and that others sull re- 
tained those erroneots opinions ; Let 
it also be supposed, that Christ con- 
tinued his fellowship with both class- 
es the strong and the weak; but that 
the disciples themselves, on account 
of their different opinions, fell out-by 
the way, and one part excluded the 
other from fellowship, and treated 
them as unworthy of ihe name of dis- 
ciples. What acontrast would their 
conduct have been to the forbearing 
example of their Lord and Master ? 
Ifthe command of Christ, which 
has been more particularly considered, 
be as binding on professors, at this 
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day, as it was on the apostles, to whom 
it was addressed ; and iftheir love one 
to another be s!la criterion, by which 
the real discipies of Jesus are to be 
distinguished and known ; it is surely 
a question of the most serious moment 
to all professors of the present time, 
whether it dees appear to the world, 
that they are the real disciples of 
Jesus. To be consistent with ourselves 
in urging the spirit of forbearance, we 
shall forbear to apply this subject to 
any particular sect of Christians. We 
have no doubt that great deficiency 
is to be found in every sect, in rela- 
tion to the duty we have endeavored 
to enforce. It is not our wish to 
wound the feelings of any, by making 
uncharitable distinctions. The re- 
proofs of our Lord were all tempered 
with love. Such should be the case 
with all the reproofs of his disciples 
one toanother. The censure implied 
in the illustration of the subject be- 
fore us, we hope to regard, so far as 
it may be applicable to ourselves ; and 
we pray, that such may be the case 
with each of our readers. To all of 
them who may attend impartially to 
the subject, we think it will be evi- 
dent, that there has been alamentable 
deficiency among the professed disci- 
ples of Jesus; and that a thoreugh 
reformation, in this particular, would 
give anew aspect to christianity in 
our land, and greatly conduce to the 
happiness of individuals, to the peace 
of society, to the general welfare of 
Zion, to the henor of our Saviour, and 
to the glory of God the Father. 








[AGREEABLY to notice in our 
first number, we present to our read- 
ers the following letter from King 
Pomare, which breathes the Jan- 
guage of sincere devotedness to the 
cause of Christianity ; an excel- 
lent example for Kings. Should it 
be followed, no more would the 
heart sickening information strike 
the ear, that fields are drenched 
with human blood, occafioned not 


by wild beasts from the wood, but 
by the hand of those who belong 
to the brotherhood of mankind ! ! 
Happy would be the result, should 
the Kings of the earth be earnestly 
engaged to seek for the spiritual 
as well as the temporal welfare of 
their subjects, rather than making 


new and seeking revenge from their 
old enemies, | 
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Pomare’s Letter. 
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Translation of a Letter from Pomare, hing of Tahiti. 


[ Otaherte. | 


Frienps—May you be saved by 
Jehovah and Jesus Christ our Sa- 
viour. This is my speech to you 
my friends. I wish you to send 
those Idols to Britane for the Mis- 
sionary suciety, that they may 
know the likeness of the gods 
that Tahiti worshipped. Those 
were my own idols, belonging to 
our family from the time of ‘Taar- 
Oamanahu e* even to Vairaatoa ;+ 
and when he died he left them 
with me. And now, having been 
made acquainted with the true 
God,with Jehovah, He is my God, 
and when this body of mine shall 
be dissolved in death, may the 
Three One save me ! And this is 
my shelter, my close hiding place, 
even from the anger of Jehovah. 
When he looks at me I will hide 
me at the feet of Jesus Christ the 
Saviour, that I may escape. I 
feel pleasure and satisfaction in my 
mind ; I rejoice, I praise Jehovah, 
that he hath made known his word 
unto me. I should have gone to 
destruction if Jehovah had not in- 
terposed, Many have died and 
are gone to destruction, kings and 
common people ; they died with- 
out knowing any thing of the true 
God ; and now when it came to 
the small remainder of the people, 


Jehovah hath been pleased to make 


known his word, and we are made 





* Taaroahmanahune lived some 
ages ago, and was ene of the ancestors 


_ of Pomare’s family. 


T Vairaatoa, one of the names of ald 
Pomare, the king’s father, and though 
a friend to the Missionaries, yet he 
Was a most zealous advocate for the 
god’s and the old religion. 


I'o the Missionaries. 


acquainted with his good word; 
made acquainted with the decep- 
tion of the false gods, with all that 
is evil and false. The true God 
Jehovah, it was he that made us 
acquainted with these things. It 
was you that taught us ; but the 
words, the knowledge was from 
Jehovah, It is because of this that 
I rejoice, and I pray to Jehovah, 
that he may increase my abhor- 
rence of every evil way. He it is 
that makes the love of sin to cease 3 
we cannot effect that ; man cannot 
effect it ; itis the work of God to 
cause evil things to be cast off, 
and the love of them to cease. 

I am going ajourney round Ta- 
hiti to acquaint the Ratiras with 
the word of God, and to cause 
them to be vigilant about good 
things. The word of God does 
grow in Tahiti, and the Ratiras 
are diligent about setting up hous- 
es for worship ;_ they are also dili- 
gent in seeking instruction, and 
now it is well with Tahiti. 

The principal idol, that has the 
red feathers of the Otnu is Teme- 
haro,t that is his name, look you, 
you may know it by the red feath- 
ers ; that was Vairaatoa’s own god, 
and those feathers were from the 
ship of Lieut. Watts, [in 1788 ;] 
it was Vairaatoa that set them him- 
self about the idol. If you think 





+ Temeharo was one of the princi- 
pal family gods of the royal family of 
Tahiti ; but Oto was the principal na- 
tional god. and to him alone human 
sacrifices were offered, at least in 
modern times. Temeharo, is said to 


have a brother called Tia; these were 
famous men, deified after their death. 
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proper, you may burn them all in 
the fire ; or if you like, send them 
to your country, tor the inspection 
ef the people of Europe, that thev 
may satisfy their curiosity, and 
know Tahiti’s foolish gods ! 

This is also one thing that I 
want to enquire of you when I go 
round Tahiti ; it may be that the 
Ratiras and others will ask me to 
put down their names; what shall 
IT dothen ? Wili it be proper for 
me to write down their names? It 
is with you—you are our teachers, 
and you are to direct us. We have 
had our prayer meeting the begin- 
ning of this month February ; it 
was at Homaiau Vaahi ; the Rat- 
iras and all the peopte of the dis- 
trict aflembled leaving their houses 
without people. They said to me, 
write down our names.”? I ans- 
wered, It is agreed.”? Those 
names are in the enclosed paper, 
which I have sent for your inspec- 
tion. Have I done wrong in this ? 
Perhaps I have; let me, my friends, 
know the whole of your mind with 
tespect to this matter. |] 





| fhis was in imitation of us; for 
during 1814 and 1815, after our month- 
ly missionary prayer-meetings, we 
used to take down the names of such 
as renounced heathenism and embrac- 
ed Christianity in a public manner ; 
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May you my friends be saved 
by Jehovah the true God. I have 
written to Mahine for a house for 
the use of the Missionaries ; when 
they arrive, you will let Mahine 
know where the house 1s to be, 
and he will get the people to re. 
move it there. Let it be at Uae. 
Va, near you. 

It is reported here, that there ig 
a ship at Morea and I was think. 
ing it might be the ship with the 
Missionaries ; but it may be that 
it is only an idle report. Howev. 
er, should the Missionaries arrive 
at Moores, write to me quickly, 
that I may know. Let me know 
also what news there may be from 
Europe, and from Port Jackson. 
Perhaps King George may be dead 
let me know. I shall not go round 
Tahiti before the month of March, 

May you be saved, my friends, 
by Jehovah, and Jesus Christ the 
only Saviour by whom we sinner¢ 
can be saved. 

POMARE, 
King of Tahiti, &c. &c. 
Tahiti, Motuta, Feb. 19. 1816. 





but since the state of affairs is altered 
inthe islands, and the profession of 
Christianity is become general, we 
have thought proper to discontinue 
the practice, as now not likely to an- 
swer the ends intended. 
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Lllustrations of passages in the New Testament, which refer to climate, 
places, offices, sentiments, manners, and customs, among the Jews, in the 


time of our Saviour. 


5. 
Luke it. 25. ‘* There was a 
man in Jerusalem, whose name was 
Simeon ; and the same was just 


and devout, waiting for the consola- 
tion of Israel.” 


Waiting for the consolation of Is- 
rael—That is, expecting the Mes- 
siah. The expression is derived 
from a custom of the Jews, of 
reading the 40th chapter of Isaiah 
on the sabbath after the fast, im 
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which they commemorated the 
burning of the temple by Neb- 
uchadnezzar. The chapter be- 
gins with the words, comfort ye, 
comfort ye my people, saith your “od 
Hence the predicted Mes-iah was 
called, the consolation of Israel ; and 
hence the custom among them at 
that time, of swearing by their de- 
sire of seeing the consolation of Is. 
rael. So eager indeéd, at that time, 
were their expectations, that every 
impostor who promised to accom- 
plish their hopes, was immediately 
surrounded with followers, who 
hazarded all which they had. to 
support him. Of this expectation 
among the Jews, there are several 
intimations in the gospels See 
John i. 19—24. Luke iii. 15. 
John xxiii. 50. 51. But of its ex- 
tent and its influence we shall form 
more correct conceptions, by re- 
curring to the testimonies of pro- 
fane historians. 

** That which principally encour- 
aged them to the war,’’ says Juse- 
phus ‘* was an ambiguous, oracle, 
found likewise in the sacred writings, 
that, about that time, some one 
from their country should obtain 
the empire of the world.””  Antigq. 
B. ix. ch. 2. Sec. 2, and B. vi. ch. 
KH. 

Two heathen historians have 
likewise mentioned the same thing. 
Suetonetus, in his life of Vespasian, 
says, ‘*there had been for a long 
time, all over the East, an opinion 
firmly believed, that it was in the 
fates, [in the decrees, or books of 
the fates, ] that at that time, some 
from Judea would obtain the em- 
pire of the world.’’ Lib. viii. § 4. 

After relating many calamities 
of the Jews, and prodigies, which 
preceded the destruction of Jeru- 
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salem, T'acitus says, ** the greatest 
number of them had a strong per- 
suation, that & was recorded in the 
ancient writings of the priests. that 
the bast sh uld prevail and that 
some coming from Judea, shuld pose 
sess universal dominicn, which ame 
biguities foretold Vespasian and 
Titus. But the common people, 
according to the accustumed course 
ot human passions, having imtete 
preted iv their own favor thir grand 
prediction of the fates. could nut be 
reclaimed to the truth, even by ail 
their adversaries’”’ Hist. t.v.c 13. 

Celsus, also, an evemy of chris. 
tianity, who flourished not long 
after the middle of the second cen- 
tury, reigning in the character of 
a Jew, says, “‘how couid we, 
who had told all men there would 
come one from God, who should 
punish the wicked, despise him if 
he came ??’?—Without, at present, 
teferriny to the preconceived sen- 
timents of the Jews concerning the 
Messiah, we have endeavored only 
to shew the prevalence of the ex- 
pectation of his coming. 

See Beausobre and L’Enfant’s 
Introduction to the New Uesta. 
ment, in Watson’s Tracts, p 222. 
This is the edition to which I shall 
refer as an autiority. And Lard- 
ner’s works. vol. i. pp. 132, 133, 

6. 

Matt. ii. 1. ** There came wise 
mea from the east, to Jerusalem.”’ 

*¢ Arabia,” says Tacitus, ** was 
the bound of Judea eastward ;’’ and 
the Arabians are sometimes called 
in the scriptures, the men of the 
east. Judges vi. 3. Job i. 3.— 
The Arabians, Idumeans, and 
Chaldeans, all eastern people in 
respect to Judea, valued themselves 
on their wisdom ; and the name of 
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Magus, in those countries, signifi- 
ed a philosopher—a man who stud- 
ied wisdom. There is, however, 
concerning these Magi. a great 
but unimportant diversity of opin- 
ions. The star, which guided them 
to Jerusalem, was probably a very 
extraordinary meteor, which ap- 
peared in that direction ; and it is 
not improbable that the report, to 
which we referred in the preceding 
illustration, that a great prince was 
at this time to arise in Judea, in- 
duced them*to follow the star — 
The coincidence of the report, and 
of this extraordinary light, account 
satisfactorily for their inquiries in 
verse second.—** Where is he that is 
born King of the Jews? for we have 
seen his star in the east, and are 
come to worship him.’ [See 
Whitby on the verse, and Calmet 
on the word magi. ] 
ae 


{- 

Matt. ii. 3. ** When Herod the 
king heard these things, Le was 
troubled.”’ 

‘Fhe Pharisees, says Josephus, 
had predicted, that God had de. 
creed to put an end to the en 
ment of Herod. This prediction 
probably originated in their confi- 
dence,- that the Messiah would 
soon make his appearance ; and 
this prediction, with the geueral 
and well known expectation of the 
nation, account to us for all the 
fears, which the evangelists say 
were felt by Herod. [See Lard- 
ner’s works, vol. i. p. 281. ] 


Matt. ii. 5. In * Bethlehem, of 
Judea.”’ 

It was a commonly received 
opinion, that the Messiah should 
be born at Bethlehem, as the scribes 
told Herod; and Christ being 
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born there, they affected to call 

him a Gallilean, designing, by this 

means, insensibly to wear out the 

remembrance of his being born in 

Bethlehem. [See Beausobre’s and 

L’Enfant’s introduction, p. 273. ] 
g 

Matt. ii. 16. ** Herod, when he 
saw that he was mocked of the wise 
men, was exceeding wroth, and 
sent forth, and slew all the children 
that werein Bethlehem, and in al! the 
cousts thereof, from two years old 
ind under, “according to the time 
that he had diligently inquired of 
the wise men.’ 

This destruction of the infants 
of Bethlehem is not mentioned by 
Josephus, nor by Greek nor Ro- 
man historians. But is it there- 
fore improbable ? Josephus has 
related many things of Herod, 
which are not intimated by the 
evangelists, but which prove him 
to be capable of any, enormity.— 
We subjoin some of the cruelties 
which he has recorded of Herod, 
but which are not glanced at in 
the gospels. 

- When he had obtained posses- 
sion of Jerusalem, he pursuaded 
Anthony, by a bribe, to put An- 
tigonus, his rival to death. Avris- 
tobulus, brother of his wife Mari- 
amne, was murdered by his direc- 
tions, because the people at Jerusa- 
lem expressed some affection for 
his person, In the seventh year of 
his reign,be put Hyrcanus to ‘death, 
the grandfather of his wife, then 
eighty years of age, and who had 
saved bis life when he was _prose- 
cuted by the Sanhedrim. His wife, 
the beautiful and virtuous Mariam. 
ne, was publicly executed ; and 
soon after, her mother, ay, 
dria, was also put to death. Inst. 
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gated by jealousy, he caused his 
two sons by Mariamne, Alexander 
and Aristobulus, to be strangled 
in prison, after they were married 
and had children. And in his last 
sickness, a little before his death, 
he sent orders throughout Judea, 
requiring the presence of all the 
chief men of the nation at Jerico. 
His orders were obeyed, for they 
were enforced by the penalty of 
death. When they arrived at Jer- 
ico, he caused them to be shut up 
in the circus ; and calling for his 
sister Salome, and her husband 
Alexas, he said to them ;—‘* My 
life is now but short, I know the 
disposition of the Jewish people, 
and nothing will please them more 
thar my death. You have these 
men in your custody. Assoon as 
the breath is out of my body, and 
before my death can be known, do 
you let the soldiers in upon them, 
with commands to killthem. All 
Judea, and every family will then, 
though unwillingly, mourn at my 
death.”’ Josephus adds, that, ‘with 
tears in his eyes he conjured them 
by their love to him, and their fi- 
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delity to God, not to fail of*doing 


him this honor.’”? These bloody 
orders were not executed ;—but 
was this Herod incapable of com- 
manding the destruction of all the 
infants of Bethlehem ? 

Macrobius, a heathen author, 
who flourished in the latter end of 
the fourth century, says that when 
Augustus heard that among the 
children within two years of age, 
which Herod, king of the Jews, 
commanded to be slain in Syria, 
his own son had been killed, he 
said, ‘ it is better to be Herod’s 
Hog than his son.”? Macrobius 
has probably mistaken the occasion 
of the jest, as none of the early 
christian writers have said, that 
one of the children of Herod was 
killed in the slaughter of Bethle- 
hem. But there is no reason to 
doubt that the jest 1s genuine ; 
and that the slaughter of the in- 
fants in Judea was well known in 
the time of Macrobius, and was 
not contested by the heathens. 
[See the subject of this number 
very amply treated in Lardner’s 
works, vol. i. pp. 329—338. 
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Tue Jews are a people not less 
singular in their existence as a 
distinct people from all others, 
than in their manners and customs. 
They are as a body, a liviag wit- 
ness of the justice of God, and of 
the validity of the scriptures. As 
frequent mention is made in the 
scripture of their being reinstated 
in their own land, and again of 
holding a rank as a distinct nation 
with rights and privileges, of which 





for centuries they have been de- 
prived ; every circumstance rela- 
tive to them in general, becomes 
in a greater or less degree interest- 
ing ; and while the scriptures in- 
form us ‘that a nation shall be 
born in a day,” many are Jook- 
ing as those who watch for the 
morning, for every ray of light 
that may dawn upon them. 

If we might be permitted to 
judge, from the numerous accounts 
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of reformations and the extensive 
spread of the gospel, we should be 
led to think the trme not far dis- 
tint, when the * redeemed of the 
Lord shall return and come to 
Zion with songs, and everlasting 
joy upon their heads.” 

Such important information as 
we may come in possession of rela- 
tive to this nation, we shall endeav- 
or to publish for the information 
of our readers. 





We understand by the Record- 
er, published in Boston, that a 
Mr. Way. a gentleman of immense 
fortune, high character and who 
has devoted himself to the Jewish 
cause. had gove to St. P ‘tersburg 
with two German Jews. his own 
converts, accompanted by the Sul- 
tan of Tartary, also a christian 
convert ; and that they intended to 
preach tothe Jews in the cities 
they shouid pass through 7” The 
following tuiteresting letter from 
Mr. Way, published in the Lona- 
don Jewish Expositor for Feb. 
1818, will doubtless be read with 
a degree of interest. 

Extract of a letter from L. War, 
Minister of the Gospel, to the Lon- 
dn Svctty for converting the 
Jews, dated Hague, siugust 18, 
1818. 

The rabbi received us in his 
study with yreat courtesy, he was 
atte ded by a respectable Jew 
merchant whe spoke English per- 
fectly and proved an excelient in- 
terpreter. His son, who spoke 
Freoch with sufficient fluency, soon 
made his appearance. We enter- 
ed at once upon the general points 
of the expectations entertained by 
the Jews of their ¢wo Messiahe, 
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Ben Joseph and Ben David—a dis. 
tinction which I allowed at first, 
in order to shew more plainly af. 
terwards their identity in the one 
person of a suffering and trigmph. 
ant Saviour ; for the rabbi allowed 
that Ben Joseph was to die, and 
Ben David to reign in peace. This 
brought us to the question of time ; 
and we soon got deep into Dan. 
iel’s weeks and days. The rabbi 
said he was not satisfied with any 
of the calculations of the targumists 
or rabbins, because all their times 
were past; and he requested I 
would tell him how we interpreted 
the passaye of Daniel xn. 12, re, 
lating to the ‘335 davs; upon 
which I referred him to Daniel vit. 
95, and explamed ‘tthe time and 
times and dividing of time”? as 
three years and a half, or forty-two 
months, or 1260 days, (chat is, 
pr phetical years,) at the end of 
which the judgment should sit on 
the last enemies of the church, and 
the dominion be given to the pow- 
er mentioned in ver. 13, 14, of the 
same chapter. I then shewed, that 
—supposing this period to termin- 
ate, according to Christian calcu. 
lations, about the year 1791,—30 
years added, according to Dan. 
xi. 11, would bring the 1290 days 
to the year 1821 or 2, and, adding 
45 years, would bring the blessing 
of the 12th verse to the year 1866; 
which was the point he requested 
to be ascertained. On this the In- 
terpreter said, ‘** The rabbi says it 
may be so, aod he prays God would 
send it sooner, that we might have 
the happiness of meeting at Jeru- 
salem ; and he hopes you may be 
one chosen to help the children of 
Israel to return.’? I then told him 
I conceived the time was already 
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come for the (partial) restoration 
of the Jews, according to Dan. viii. 
14—1or as Daniel was at rhe court 
of Darius (who began to reign 
A.C. 521.) in A. C. 518, vide 
chap. vill. 1,) add to it the present 
year 1817, it would excecd the 
time allowed for *** cleansing the 
sanctuary” by thirty-five years ; 
but supposing Daniel to refer to 
the year 5U9 or 508 as the com- 
mencement of the vision, or to have 
written at ¢hat time (when he cer- 
tainly was at the court of Darius) 
then the termination of the period 
would fall in the year 1791 or 2, 
at the same time with the suoposed 
termination of the other period of 
1260 years, or ** time, times and 
half a time,’’ 
509 and 508 
1791 1792 
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The Rabbi said, * It is possible, 


I cannot dispute it.””?—The above 
was drawn out in parrallel lines 
with the Jewish computation of 
time, and left for his consideration. 
The whole discussion, including 
may other particulars, was eon- 
ducted with great good humor on 
both sides. He afterwardg shew- 
ed us the Synagogue, anc return- 
ed our visit at the Inn, when we 
discoursed chiefly on the subject of 
sacrifice. I shewed him the cate-~ 
chism of Tremellius in Hebrew, 
and the New Testament of Hutter, 
requesting him to read the ixth 
and xth of the Hebrews. He had 
not patience to do this, but agreed 
to accept a copy of the Hebrew 
Testament. And thus ended our 
interview with Rabbi Joseph Ash- 
ur Layman. 


*He said the word should be “ made 
righteous,” our margin says ‘justified.’ 


ES 


ORDINATION OF A JEW. 


In New York, on the 13th of 
April last, Mr. J. S. C. F. Frey, 
was Ordained and Installed pastor 
of an Independent Church, in the 
City of New York. 

Mr. Frey, was a Jew by birth, 
a native of Germany, was educated 
asa Missionary at Gosport, was 
employed in England and other 
parts of Europe, by the London 
society for evangelizing the Jews, 
and having come to America sev- 


enteen months since, has preached 
in most of our cities, to the high- 
est gratification of his hearers ; he 
is now stationed in this city, in 
preaching to his kindred according 
to the flesh, and is of general use- 
fulness to the cause he has espous- 
ed. May the Lord bring in the 
Jews and Gentiles in their fulness 
and make them one in Christ Je- 
sus. 


N. Y. paper. 





JEWISH POPULATION. 


Tue present Jewish population 
in the world is estimated at about 
three millions ; one million in the 
Terkish empire; three hundred 


of Europe, Africa and America. 





thousand in Persia, China, India, 
and Tartary—and one million se- 
ven hundred thousand in'the rest 
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HISTCRICAL SKETCH OF JERUSALEM AND ITS ENVIRONS 


JERUSALEM, according to Jose- 
phus, was the capital of Melchise- 
dek’s dominions, called Salem in 
the book of Genesis; and the 
Arabs assert that it was built is 
honour of Melchisedek by twelve 
neighbouring princes. No satis- 
factory account is given of it, how- 
ever, till the time of king David, 
who wrested it frem the Jebusites, 
and made it the capital of his king. 
dom. 

From this time it flourished un- 
der peculiat blessings, till the ini- 
quity and ingratitude of the Jews 
provoked their Divine Patron to 
pour out his judgments upon them, 
and to give the city into the hands 
of the heathen. It was first re- 
duced, inthe days of Joash, by 
Hazael, king of Syria, who massa- 
cred all the nobility, but did not 
destruy the city. It was after- 
wards taken by Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon, who destroyed it, 
and carried the inhabitants into 
captivity. Seventy years after this 
event, it was rebuilt by permission 
of Cyrus, king of Persia ; and it 
continued to be the capital of Ju- 
dea (though frequently suffering 
from the monarchs of Syria and 
Egypt) till the time of Vespasian, 
emperor of Rome, when our Sa- 
viour’s awful predictions were ac- 
complished in its utter destruction. 

It was rebuilt by Adrian, and 
seemed likely to have recovered 
something of its former grandeur ; 
being surrounded with walls, and 


adorned with several handsome 
buildings. But this appears to 
have been a short lived change ; 
for when the empress *Helera vis- 
ited the city, she found it in a most 
ruinous condition — Having form. 
Wed a design of restoring it to its 
pristine lustre, she ordered all the 
rubbish that had been thrown upon 
Mount Calvary to be removed, and 
caused a magnificent church to be 
built, which inclosed several of the 
scenes of our Redeemer’s sufferings. 
‘The vile apostate Julian formed 
a design of rebuilding the temple 
of Jerusalem, and of restoring the 
Jewish worship, in order to give 
the ite to the prophecies of our 
blessed Lord, that the temple 
should be totally destroyed, with- 
out one stone being left upon 
another, and that the city should 
be tredden down of the Gentiles 
till the times of the Gentiles were 
fulfilled. In this impious attempt, 
however, the emperor was frustrat- 
ed, by a partial earthquake and 
fiery eruption, which totally de- 
stroyed the work, consumed the 
materials that had been collected, 
and killed a great number of the 
workmen. | 
Jerusalem continued in the hands 
of the eastern emperors till the 
time of the caliph Omar, who re- 
duced it under his dominion. It 
remained subject to the Saracens 
till the year 1099, when it was 
taken by the crusaders, and made 
the capital of a Christian kingdom, 





* wother of Constantine the great. 
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which subsisted about eighty-eight 
years, but was at length, over- 
thrown by Saladin, sultan of 
Egypt. And in 1217 the Sara- 
cens were expelled by the ‘Turks, 
who are its present masters. 

In its most flourishing state, 
Jerusalem was divided into four 

arts, each enclosed within its own 
walls, viz. 1. The old city of Jebus, 
on Mount Zion, which became the 
residence of David and his succes- 
sors, and -was therefore called 
‘‘the city of David.” 2. The 
lower city, called the daughter of 
Zion,’ on which stood the two 
magnificent palaces which Solo- 
mon built for himself and_ bis 
queen ; that of the Maccabean 
princes ; the strong citadel built 
by Antiochus to overlook the tem. 
ple ; and the stately amphitheatre, 
built by Herod, capable of con- 
taining eighty thousand spectators. 
3. The new city, which was chief- 
ly inhabited by merchants, artifi- 
cers and tradesmen ; and 4. Mount 
Moriah, on which was built the 
famous temple of Solomon ; and 
that erected by the Jews on their 
return from Babylon, and after- 
wards built almost anew, and sump. 
tuously adorned by Herod the 
Great. 

At present, however, Jerusalena 
isa poor and thinly inhabited town, 
about three miles in circumference, 
situated on a rocky mountain, with 
steep accents on all sides except 
the north, and surrounded by a 
deep valley, which is again encom- 
passed with hills at a moderate dis- 
tance. The private buildings are 
very mean, the streets narrow, and 
several of them full of ruins. It 
must Ikewise be observed. that 
the situation of the present Jerusa- 
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lem is very different from that of 
the ancient city ; for mount Cal. 
vary, which was formerly appro 
priated to the execution of male- 
factors, was shut out of the walls 
as a polluted place, whereas since 
our Saviour’s suffering upon it, the 
reverence paid to it by the Chris- 
tians has occasioned such an alter- 
ation, that it now stands almost in 
the centre of the city, and, on the 
contrary, mount Zion, the most 
eminent part of old Jerusalem, is 
now left without the walls. In 
short, the only thing that renders 
Jerusalem considerable in the pre- 
sent Gay, is the great resort of pil- 
grims thither ; and the accommo. 
dating them with provisions seems 
to be the principal business of the 
inhabitants. 

It is against Easter that the 
Christian pilgrims repair to Jeru- 
salem in the greatest numbers to 
attend the religious solemnity of 
that season in the church of the 
Holy Sepulchre. 

The length of this church, 
which is built upon mount Calvary, 
is about a hundred paces, and its 
width sixty, having at the west 
end of it a square tower or steeple} 
which appears rather ruinous ; bul 
the edifice in general is kept in 
good repair, and looks sumptuous 
and majestic. ‘The nave or body 
of the church is round, and has 
two circular galleries, one above 
another, supported by large square 
pillars, formerly faced with white 
marble. Here are several mosaic 
pictures in concave niches, repre- 
senting prophets,.apostles, &c. and 
amongst the rest are the figures of 
the emperor Constantine, and his 
mother Helena, the foundress of 
the building. 

(To be continued. ) 
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For the Christian Herald. 


Mendon, Ontario co. N. Y. June 5, 1818. 


Beloved Brother, 

As religious intelligence, will 
ever be read with pleasure by the 
friends of Zion, I communicate the 
following for publication, through 
the medium of your useful work. 
On the }4th of January last, 1 
left my father’s at Ballston, with 
the idea of travelling either as far 
as Upper Canada, or the state of 
Ohio. On my way west, I visit- 
ed the brethren in Charleston, 
Canajoharrie, German  Fiatts, 
Westmoreland, Camillus, Brutus 
and Aurelius ; in all these places, 
particularly the three last, I tarried 
certain days and saw the glory of 
God. In the three last mentioned 
towns, the labours of Elders Elijah 
Shaw, and William True, during 
the last fall, and winter, have been 
blessed to the conversion of many 
to God. When I left those plac- 
es, the brethren appeared strongly 
@ngaged, to contend for life and 
liberty. 

On the 17th of April, I arrived 
at Elder Joseph Badger’s in Men- 
don, where I was joyfully received. 
I had often heard of the work of 
God in this place, and had long 
desired to visit this western region, 
and preach Christ to its inhabitants. 
While I have been here, I can say 
like Barnabas, I have seen the 
grace of God, and am glad, while 
I haye felt to exhort the brethren, 
with purpose of heart, to cleave 
unto the Lord. ‘The Church in 
Henrietta, (formerly Pittsford, ) is 


joyful and glorious. 


in a prosperous, and thriving state. 
®@ue week ago, 1 attended their 
monthly meeting, and on the day 
following preached and broke bread 
to them; the season was solemny 
They are 
one of the best companies of free 
brethren, I have ever visited. El- 
der Philip Sanford, (formerly of 
Galaway,) has lately removed to 
that place, and is preaching Christ 
with success. 

The church in this town, con. 
sists of about fixty members lately 
raised up, through the instrumen- 
tality of brother Badger. This 
glorious work, commenced in the 
following manner. In September 
last, a request was given brother 
Badger, to visit the south part of 
Mendon, and preach to the people 
in that neighbourhood. At that 
time the religion of Christ, was by 
many in that place, not only ne- 
glected, but ridiculed ; the name 
of God blasphemed ; while the 
cause of Jesus, lay wounded and 
bleeding. Universalism, was a pre- 
dominant opinion in the place, 
anda neglect of christian duties, 
with a corruption of morals, the 
fruit it bore. How different these, 
from the fruits of the spirit, aside- 
scribed by Paul in Gal. v. 22, 23, 
Much was said in the place, con- 
cerning a * new people,’ some had 
heard they were wniversalists, some 
called them one thisg and some 
another ; the anxiety of the peo- 
ple, was however raised, to hear 
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one of them preach. AA large con- 
course assembled, at the first meet- 
ing attended by brother Badger, 
and a number of them returned 
home, wounded witi the kings 
arrows. ) 

Meetings were held occasionally, 
until about the first of November, 
when things began to wear a still 
more prosperous aspect. Hund- 
reds flocked from every direction 
to evening meetings, so that fre- 
quently no building in the place, 
was sufficient to contain them.— 
Many in bitterness of soul, began 
to enquire what they must do to 
besaved. At length prayer meet- 
ings, were appointed at sunrise. 
On the morning of the first meet- 
ing, about twenty met brother 
Badger, when a part of the morn- 
ing was spent, in praying singing 
and conversing with each other. 
On the next morning, about forty 
attended, and on the morning fol- 
lowing, about sixty. This was a 
scene that angels might rejoice at; 
to behold the aged with their hoary 
heads, some supported by their 
staves, with the tender youth, in 
groups, assembling to the place 
appointed tor prayer, while the 
sun was but just gilding the east- 
ern horrizon. But how much more 
solemn, to see these on their knees, 
many of them in distress and tears, 
uttering the publican’s prayer, 
** God be merciful to me aginner.”’ 
From this time the we Spread 
with rapidity ; some of the most 
stubborn, were brought to bow to 
the king of kings, while the aged 
and youth, alike mingled their 
tears together, and became sharers 
in the glorious work. Frequently 
tn secret places, would be heard the 
ertes of mourning souls, while buil. 
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dings and groves reverberated with 
the praises of God, from the lips 
of young Converts. ._ 

On the 24th of November, eigh- 
teen brothers and sisters gave 
themselves to each other in love, 
and were considered a church, ac- 
cording to the New-Testament.— 
On the day following, fifteen were 
baptized by brother Badger, in 
the Honeyon River, in the pres- 
ence of hundreds, who witnessed 
the solemn scene. . This was a day 
not soon to be forgotten. The 
werk has been among different 
ages and classes. [I am informed 
that seven universalists, in this re- 
formation, have been converted 
from that doctrine, to the truth as 
it isin Jesus, and have become the 
followers of Christ. Surely this. 
is not the work of the adversary of 
souls. | 
_ This work is now spreading in 
Lima and Bloomfie!d,towns adjoin- 
ing this, particularly in the south 
part of Lima, prospects are en- 
couraging ; a number there have 
lately been coverted to God, and 
ten or fifteen baptized. Others 
in that place, are seeking Jesus sor- 
rowing. Elder John Biodgetiis 
engaged preaching there, and in 
other parts of this county, with 
success, Elders Levi Hathaway, 
and John L Peavey’s visits to that. 
place, will be had in lasting re- 
mempbrance. 

Since my arrival to this county, 
the Lord has begun a good work 
in the town of Rush, about five 
miles, from this place. A good 
number have lately been converted 
there, backsliders reclaimed, and 
several converts baptized. The 
prospect is, that God will yet do 
a greater work, in that place.— 
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Brother Badger, is with his family, 
residing in this town. He is well, 
and engaved in the work of the 
Lord. His labours in this western 
country, will be had in evertasting 
yemembrance by hundreds who are 
seals of his ministry. 

The narrow limits of my letter, 
forbids me enlarging as much as I 
would be gratified in doing. But 
you will hear more from this wes- 
tern country soon. Never was [ 
in a place where free preaching is 
better received than here. Altho’ 


Opposed by the bigoted and for- 
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mal, yet huadreds are desirous to 
hear a free gospel. Tradition in 
this country is fleeing before truth, 
like a mist before the sun, while 
the blood stained banner of Christ 
is waving, liberty 1s proclaimed to 
captives, and hundreds are rallying 
around the ensign of freedom.— 
The Lord hasten the happy ‘day, 
when gentiles and Jews, shall 
seek to the root of Jesse, 
their ensign, and find his rest glo- 
rious, 


DAVID MILLARD. 


For the Christian Herald. 


Farmington, N. H. June 17,1818. 


Beloved Brother, 


Bexvitvinc the Christian Her- 
ald to be a medium through which 
intelligence may be given and re- 
ceived, I send the following lines, 
which if thou thinkest best, may 
give a place in the Herald. My 
heart is frequently moved with 
tenderness to God at the recollec- 
tion of his goodness and manifesta- 
tion of his love and power, in re- 

ming a rebel so far sunk in 
wretchedness, and bringing my 
soul to a knowledye of his glory, 
love and power. For more than 
three years past I have been striv- 
tug in some degree to discharge 
the duty which I believe the Lord 
has required of me to persuade my 
fellow creatures to obey the gos- 
pel of Cirist. Two years ago, 
last April, I left this region, and 
approached the west, to sound the 
fame of Jesus to a guilty world. 
In company with Elder Elijah 
Siiaw, I passed through the wes- 


tern part of this State and Ver- 
mont and scon entered the bound- 
aries of New York, and were soon 
received by our brethren in Ballston, 
Galaway aud the region round a- 
bout, where we spake the word of 
the Lord and saw the rich dis 
plays of the glory of God. Soon 
parting with brother S. shaped 
my course toward the Catskill 
mountains and soon entered the 
county of Delaware, in compauy 
(part of the way) with brother 
David Millard, speaking the word 
of the Lord as we went. In Del- 
aware I found a happy company 
of childugn, and Elder C W. Mar- 
tin, whe were rejoicing in hope of 
glory and immortality, while 
multitudes were inquiring Zion’s 
way with their faces thitherward. 
The counties of Delaware, Albany, 
Green, Otsego, Cayuya and Onta- 
rio, 1 have travelled considerably 
and seen much of the glory ef Goe: 
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Through many changing scenes I 
passed while in that state, yet 
much of the presence of Christ, 
enjoyed in my soul, A no small 
stir often arose about that way. 
Opposition rages to a great de- 
gree while crowds of people are 
desiring to hear more of this mat- 
ter. The opening in that region 
for the word of God is remarka- 
ble. The laborers are very few 
while the Macedonian cry from 
every quarter is ‘*come over and 
help us.”” I had the privilege of 
setting in heavenly places, with 
thousands of the happy children of 
God, seeing scores bowing the 
knee to Jesus, while the groans of 
the wounded were frequently, yea 
generally mingled with the songs 
of the redeemed. In tears I part- 
ed with hundreds, and arrived in 
this place on the 31st day of Jan- 
uary last having been gone from 
home one year and nine months. 
The brethren and people in this 
region, I found in a low, dejected 
and tried situation. Sickness and 
death of my friends has confined 
me here most of the time since my 
return. I have visited the adjacent 
towns but little, yet, when I have, 
in general have had good seasons, 
‘The time which I spent in P......... 
seemed to be as lost, but when I 
came to Berwick and Somersworth, 
enjoyed freedom of soul, while the 
word seem’d to have a good effect. 
For four weeks past I have felt en- 
couraged in this town. A few 
have found the Christ of God, a 
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number are seeking Jesus sorrow- 
ing while the children appear to 
be about rising to travel toward 
the mark for the prize. 

Last Saturday and first day, I at- 
tended the yearly meeting in New- 
Durham, where a spirit of union 
and harmony prevailed. At this 
meeting were present, two female 
preachers. Hannah Hubbard and 
Clarissa H. Danforth, whose pathe- 
tic labours, will without doubt, be 
had in everlasting remembrance. 
The latter of these has spent two 
days in this town, and attended 
three preaching meetings, which [ 
think will prove a blessing to the 
hearers. The spirit, power and 
glory of God evidently attended 
these meetings and the blessed ef- 
fects of the same we expect ere 
long to see, in the happy conver- 
sion of souls to the dear Redeemer. 
O how wonderful are the dealings 
of God. His glorious work is 
spreading in every direction, many 
are running to and fro, to increase 
knowledge, while thousands are 
gathering to the blessed Shiloh, 
wliere they find salvation and rest. 
Important events, no doubt, are at 
the door, and I feel my greatest 
concern to be this, to be ready to 
meet the Son of Man. If God 
will, I soon expect to visit News 
York again, and from thence, like- 
ly Ohio, &c. The work of God 
is sweet to my heart and the re- 
demption of souls better than 


choice silver. 
LANGDON. 





Extract of a letter fi 


an account of the work cf 


rom Ilder Peter Foung, giving 


God in Gilmanton, Barn- 


stead and the adjacent towns, dated, June 20, 1818. 


Dear Brother, 
Believing it will be comforting 


to the friends of Zion, I improve 


the present opportunity to give 
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you some aecount of the wonder- 
ful work of God, in Barnstead and 
Gilmanton,and the towns adjacent, 
the winter past and this spring.— 
After my return from the east- 
ward last fall, where I saw much 
of the work of God ; [ hada press- 
ing invitation to visit these towns, 
and fee'ing it my duty thus to do, 
I soebb dena went; I preached 
at Elder Wilson’s in Barnstead, on 
the last Sabbath in December, and 
Goc was pleased to pour out his 
Spirit and revive the hearts of his 
sighing people, so that they began 
to lift up their heads, poor prodi- 
gals felt the need of returning to 
Gd, and the pnconverted began 
to be alarmed of their danger. — 
The next day I preached in Gil- 
manton ; the word had a good ef- 
fect, and [ had an evidence that 
God was about to revive his work 
there ; I tarried some days, saw 
many professors revived and some 
poor sinners converted to God, 
while many appeared to be. seek- 
ing Jesus sorrowing, so that I felt 
it duty to labour there and in that 
region as much as possible ; and 

can praise God, his good work in- 
creased all through January, and 
the first of February, but not with 
that rapidity I have seen it in ma- 
ny piaces, but it was evident that 
God was po verfully moving on 
the minds of the people. No 
weather nor travelling, would pre- 
vent their attending to hear the 
word ; the solemnity, sighs and 
falling tears, evinced the anxiety of 
their hearts for salvation. About 
this time we began to have meet- 
ings in Loudon, and the Lord be. 
gan to revive his work there, and 
has converted a number of souls. 


The last of February, the work 


spread in a more rapid manner, 86 
that not far from twenty were 
sometimes hopefully converted in @ 
week, and not unfrequently from 
5 to $8 in one day. The good work 
thus continued ia March vit April, 
and it is still going on in these re- 
gions, although not with that ra- 
pidity ; many are still enquiring 
what they shall do to be saved.— 
I cannot give an exact account of 
the number that have been convert- 
ed in these regions, but I think it 
is not far from three hundred in 
the whole ; for besides those who 
have been brought to the knowl. 
edge of the truth where I have 
labored together with brother John 
Hilton, E'der Wilson and his 
companion, Elder Noah Piper, 
some, and a young brother from 
Vermont by the name of Jonathan 
Woodman, who has been with us 
for many weeks past ; there has 
been about sixty converted in the 
lower part of Barnstead and up- 
per part of Barrington, where 
Elder Obadiah E. Morrel, has 
been and is now labouring ; also a 
large number in the north part of 
Gilmanton and edge of Alton, 
where Elder Glidden, brother 
Frederick Cogswell and others are 
labouring ; also a number among 
the Congregationalists in Gilman- 
ton, and a number among the free 
brethren, in Pittsfield and Epsom. 
Thus we can say the Lord has 
done great things for us whereof 
we are glad. There has been a 
large number baptized in_ these 
towns, and a free church was gath- 
ered in the lower part of Gilman- 
ton, in March, the Lord has ad- 
ded to its number, and it now con- 
sists of above fifty members, last 
Wednesday we met in Loudon, 
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when a free church was gathered 
there and towards night eleven 
were baptized by Elder William 
Blasdel after which a large num- 
ber of brethren and sisters com. 
muned together, and it was a time 
of refreshing from the presence of 
the Lerd. The next day we met 
in the upper part of Barnstead and 
nineteen came forward and declar- 
ed what the Lord had done for 
their souls ; we then repaired to 
the water, and they were baptized 
by Elders Wilson, Piper and Mor- 
rell, and it was affecting to see not 
enly a large number of the youth 
and middle aged people own the 
Lord in this ordinance but also to 
see several old people that were 
near three-score and ten years of 
age, willing to submit to the com- 
mand of the king of glory, hoping 
they soon should be with him in 
his glory, although they had spent 
most of their days in sin. We 
could say God was with us ofa 
truth ; his love filled our heart, 
while poor sinners discovered that 
they were not insensible of their 
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lost condition by their solemn ap- 
pearance. i can say to the praise 
of the people in these regions, that 
they have behaved with the great- 
est decency 1n all our public meet- 
ings ; although you may suppose 
the enemv has not been idle, while 
he has lost so many of his subjects, 
but has stirred up his servants to 
spread many false reports about us, 
and the manner of our carrying on 
our meetings ; yet, but very tew 
have treated us unhandsomely to 
our faces. But we have not been 
moved with all we have met with, 
knowing our labour was not in 
vain inthe Lord, but have labour- 
ed night and day, warning them 
with many tears. The prospect 
is still good, and I feel in hopes 
that more souls will yet be con- 
verted to God in these region: —- 
There has also been some reviv-l 
of late in Deerfield, and some have 
been brought to rejoice in the 
Lord. I must conclude hopirg 
you will find the Lord still your 
friend and am your brother in 


tribulation. PETER YOUNG. 











[‘*‘ WE HAVE SEEN HIS 


——e 


STAR IN THE EAST.” ] 


Extract of a letter, from Elder W. ond Lock, dated Chesterville, May 14, 
1818. 


Dear Brother, 

The HERALD you sent me was 
received with the greatest pleasure. 
I have wished to hear from the 
brethren in the west, for a long 
time. Your first number has 
furnished the intelligence of good 
news from the west, to the joy of 
many ; and I hope your second 
will cause dt to reverberate from 
the “cast,” to the joy of many 


more. The Lord has wrought 
wonders In these regions, since you 
heard from us. Last summer and 
fall there was a genera revival in 
Monmouth and the adjacent tewns, 
a large pumber were brought to 
rejoice in the truth, and were bap- 
tized ; two churches were collect- 
ed and are increasing : and two 
Elders have been ordained, viz. 
Jedediah Prescutt, and Simon 
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Clough. The Ordination was at 
Mosmouth, centre Meeting house, 
November J, 1817. They are 
wellengaged and much biest.— 
Brother Clough has travelled east- 
ward, as far as Fairfax ; a glorious 
work broke out there last fall and 
winter, and I understand he is still 
preaching and baptizing in those 
parts. There has been aad still is 
a glorious reformation on Kenne- 
bec river in the towns of Fairfield, 
Canaan, Clinton, -and Cornville 
where there has been many con- 
werted to (sod and baptized, and a 
number of churches have been col- 
lected ; the labours of Elders Lew- 
ys and Merril, have been much 
blessed in those parts. 

A reformation commenced in 
Mount Vernon, about two months 
ago, and still continues powerfully 
progressing. We met last Sabbath 
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for the purpose of attending to the 
ordinance of baptism; a large 
congregation attended ; two ser. 
mons were preached, and then ree 
paired to the water, where thirty 
of the followers of Jesus were bap- 
tized according to the New Testa. 
ment. ‘his was a glorious sight, 
to see parents and chiidren togeth- 
er submitting to the example of 
the Redeemer. There has been ae 
bout sixty that have been brought 
to the knowledge of the truth 1a 
this reformation, ‘The labours of 
Elder Josiah Bradley have been 
much blessed in this place. I close 
by wishing some of the western 
preachers, to ** come over and hel 
us.” WARD LOCK. 

N. B. Since writing the above 
their has been fifteen baptized at 
Mt. Vernon, one upwards of eighty 
years old. 


— 





POETRY. 





For che Christian Herald. 
THE PREACHING EXILE’S FAREWELL. 


BY ELDER DAVID MILLARD. 


WITH home, friends and kindred, I 
now must be parted, - 
O’er earth’s wide dominion, an exile 
to roam ; 
White grief heaves my bosom, cast 
down broken hearted, 
Adieu Lb must bid to my dear native 
home. 
Fareweli to the spot, where in child- 
hoed 1 sported, 
Ye scenes of my youth, when IT happi- 
ness courted, 
Ye fields and ye wild woods, where 
oft I resorted, 
¥ bid you adieu and must roam far 
away. 


2. Farewell my dear kindred, whose 
love needs no token, 
Tothink Imust leave veu, grief 


pains my poor heart; 
With parents, the tend’rest of ties, 
must be broken, 
And brothers and sisters, with you 
I must part. 
Tho’ you I must leave, yet in hope of 


salvation, 
I freely can part with each friend and 
relation, 


And patiently wander, throughout 
wide creation, 
To point dying sinners, to Jesus’ 
blood. 


3. Farewell, my dear brethren, in Je- 
sus my Saviour, 
With whom Iso often sweet counsel 
have taok ; 
Stil press on your jeurney, watch wel 
your behaviour, 
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Obey Christ’s commands, and for 
strength to him look. 
My Saviour commands me, and I must 
now leave you ; 
But hush sad emotions, let parting 
not grieve you, 
Rejoice in that day when I hope to 
receive you, 
When parting and sorrow shall pain 
us ho more, 


#. Farewell, young cempanions, who 
lc. mg have been sporung 
In sit’s giddy maze, where I once 
careless trod : 
There happiness Log you have vainly 
been courung, 
Where you ne'er will find it! Oturn 
to my God! 
For you T stil! mourn, while I view 
your condition, 
Ti embi- cst yec you mav sink in 
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perdition ! 
O turn to my Saviour, the soul’s grand 
physician, 
Who now stands inviting and bide 
ding you come. 


5. Farewell, old and young, sinners, 
brethren and kindred, 
Once more—yes again [ must bid 
you adieu ; 
My Saviour comimunds me, I must net 
be hinder’d, 
The way lies before me, and I must 
put sue, 
O Jesus be with me, thou babe of the 
manger, ; 
Protect anu defend me from all harm 
and danger, 
To heaven at last bring this exile o:.d 
stranger. 
To sing hallelujah forever above. 








PUR TSMOUTH, 


JUL‘ t. 1Sis. 








bhes ace of eeugion in this place 1s 
not so Hourish:ng as in many places, 
yei many sand fast in the liberty of 
the sons of God. In some of the reli- 
gious societies, refreshing seasons 
have been experienced, within a few 
—. past. 
» Friday the 19th ult. CLARISSA 
H. D ANFOR’ Ha temale preacher,vis- 
ited this place,and om sabbath 2istinst. 
attended meeting at the Baptist Meei- 
ing-house and preached forenvor, af- 
ternoon and evening, to a crouded at- 
teniive audience, to the comfort and 


CHCOUT. SEMEL s ft tars (We under- 
stand that some hundreds were ue- 
prived of hearing her in .he evering, 
who could not find room the house 
being previously filled.) We learn 
that her improvements are temarka- 
bly blessed ta the awakening and con- 
version of souls. We wish her ‘“ God 
speed,” remembering the ancient 
prophecy by Joel; Ju the last days 
saith God. ** I will pour out mu spiret 
upon ai’ ;esh, and your sons Gia your 
daughters shuli prophecy.” 








There is at present a glorious 
revival of religion in Puarsoustfield, 
(Me ) under the improvement of 
Elde:s Juhu Buzzel, we learn that 


— 


upwards of two hundred, within a 
few months have be come the hap- 


py subjects of the work. 








By aletter from brother Wil- 
liam Day, ot Patterson, N. J. dat- 
ed June !, !$18, we are informed 
tiiat ** God has of late began to 
revive his glorious work in this 
COW, a nUtaver have aiready tound 


peace in believing, and others are 
saytug <irs we would see Jesus ” 
May the good work epread, till 
the world sha!l be filled with the 
knowledge of God, 
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48 | Appointments, Ordination, Oe. YOU t. 
APPOINTMENTS FOR MEETINGS. 


 Crarissa H. Danrortu, the 
female preacher, will attend meet- 
in the Baptist Meeting-house in 
this town, on the second Sabbath 
in this month; at Mr. Litchfield’s 


Meeting-house, in Kittery, the 
Tuesday following, at 3 o clock, 
P. M. and at the Meeting-house 
in Stratham, on Friday the 17th 


inst. 





> 





A field meeting will be held on 
the 4th of July in Berwick, near 
Mr. Levi Hodgdon’s. | 

Elder Moses How, of this 
town, will preach in tne Congre- 


gational Mecting-house in Som- 
ersworth on the first Sabbath in 
July, when it is expected the ordi- 
nance of baptism, will be attended 
to. 








= 





ORDINATION, 


In Portland, on the 2ZOth of 
May, William O. Grant, was or- 
dained to the work of an Evangel- 
ist by prayer, and laying on of 


hands. Officiating elders, were, 
Simon Clough, Samuel Rand, 
Clement Phinney, and Samuel 
Nutt. 
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TO THE AGENTS OF THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


THE acknowledgments of the 
publisher are presented to the 
Agents of the Curistian Her- 
ALD. for their exertions in extend- 
ing the circulation of the work.— 
Their further exertions are still so- 
licited, to give permanency to the 
establishment ; which without 


doubt will be realised. gp The 
payment will be received through 
the medium of the Post Office, at 
the risque of the publisher, provid. 
ed the postage is paid; which 
will be duly credited ; and receipts 
will be forwarded if requested. 





NEW HYMN BCOK. 
Woodstock, Vt. June 12, 1818. 





“ A CHOICE selection of 
PSALMS, HYMNS and SPIR.- 
ITUAL SONGS, for the use of 
christians,”? has been made; the 
work is now printing and will be 
published as soon as possible. — 
This publication will, it is hoped, 
contain nothing incompatable with 
the scriptures ; but the pure dic. 
tion, good metre and measurement, 


elegance. precisioa and variety of 
the work, together with the spirit 
of the gospel breathed through the 
whole of it, afford the true wore 
shiper and person of taste, a pleas- 
ing gratification, and abundant 
consolation through the holy spirit. 
In behalf of the compilers, 


C. W. MARTIN. 
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